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Remarks 

Applicant respectfully requests entry of this amendment, and reconsideration and 
allowance of the captioned application. Claims 1-54 are canceled without prejudice, and 
new claims 55-90 are added in order to clarify the claimed invention. 

Previously pending claims 1-27, 29-51, 53 and 54 were rejected as being rendered 
obvious by Parsons (6,283,609) in view of Ashihara (5,192,074) and Chen (5,446,985), 
and as being rendered obvious by Parsons in view of Ashihara, Chen and Pierpont 
(5,842,602). Applicant traverses the rejections for at least the reasons presented in the 
reply to the first office action, but presents new claims for clarification and to expedite 
prosecution of the captioned application. 

The new claims include two independent claims 55 and 75. No combination of 
the cited references suggests all of the limitations of either independent claim (or, 
obviously, any of the dependent claims). 

Parsons concems a flashlight that also may be connected to a baton. It does not 
disclose a spray dispenser and does not disclose or require a safety lock mechanism. 

Ashihara concems a cross-handled guard baton rather than one that is cylindrical 
about a longitudinal axis. It does disclose building a spray dispenser into a baton, but 
does not disclose a dispenser that is interchangeable as an independent spray dispenser 
and as spray dispenser with a baton attached. It does not disclose a safety lock 
mechanism. 

Chen concems a flashlight that includes a spray dispenser, but the disclosed spray 
dispenser is not mechanically actuated. It does not disclose attaching a baton. It does not 
disclose a safety lock mechanism. 
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Pierpont concerns a spray dispenser shaped like a night stick, but the disclosed 
spray dispenser is not mechanically actuated. It does not disclose a dispenser that is 
interchangeable as an independent spray dispenser and as a spray dispenser with a baton 
attached. It does disclose a safety mechanism, but that mechanism is not part of a side 
cap that is also depressed to operate the spray dispenser. 

No combination of the references suggests all of the limitations of independent 
claim 55 such as, for example: "an expandable baton portion adapted for connection to 
the second end; a cap accessible on a side surface of the dispenser; the cap movable 
between first and second positions; wherein, in the first position, the cap may be 
depressed in a generally radial direction relative to the longitudinal axis mechanically 
causing the actuator movement, with the movement of the cap between the first and 
second positions being in a direction that is different than the generally radial direction; 
wherein depression of the cap is prevented when the cap is in the second position; and 
wherein the device is generally cylindrical about the longitudinal axis." 

No combination of the references suggests all of the limitations of independent 
claim 75 such as, for example: "the second end adapted for separate interchangeable 
connection with each one of (a) an end cap and (b) an expandable baton portion." 



14 



PATENT 
8342/89199 

The applicant submits that the claims are in condition for allowance, and requests 
reconsideration and allowance. Should the Primary Examiner be of the opinion that a 
telephone conference would expedite prosecution of the application, the applicant 
requests that he call the undersigned at the below-listed telephone number. 



Respectfully submitted, 



22 June 2006 




WELSH & KATZ, LTD. 
120 South Riverside Plaza 
22"^* Floor 



L. Friedman 
Reg. No. 37,135 



Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 655-1500 
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